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Intent 

 

Curriculum Drivers 
Our curriculum 
drivers shape, 

personalise and 
underpin our 

curriculum, bring 
about the aims and 
values of our school, 
and respond to the 
particular needs of 

our learners. 

Well Being 
Our curriculum has 

physical, mental and 
emotional well-being 
at its heart. Children 
only learn if they are 
safe, well and happy. 
 

Creativity 
Our curriculum 

harnesses the power 
of possibility and 
fosters creative 

thought, enabling 
children to solve 
problems and 

express themselves 
in different ways 

Communication 
Our curriculum 

ensures that children 
develop the skills 

necessary to 
communicate their 
thoughts, ideas and 
feelings successfully 
in a wide range of 
different forms. 

Choice 
Our curriculum 

provides children 
with the knowledge, 

skills and 
understanding to 
make informed 

choices 
 

Challenge 
Our curriculum 

provides challenge 
for all learners, 

teaches learners to 
seek challenge and 

develops the 
resilience they need 

to embrace it 

 

At St Denys, we believe that every child is a language learner. In a multi-cultural and linguistically diverse school such as St Denys 

Primary, many of our children already possess the skills for learning language as over 25 different world languages are spoken by 

pupils in our school. Modern Foreign Languages is an inclusive subject that supports speaking and listening skills, helping children 

grow their oracy skills in a nurturing and safe environment. We intend to provide children in Key Stage 2 with a high-quality 

education in Spanish (our chosen MFL), which develops their love of learning about other languages and cultures. As facilitators, 

we will equip our pupils, using the ‘Language Angels’ scheme of work and resources, to ensure we offer a relevant, broad, vibrant 

and ambitious foreign languages curriculum that will inspire and excite our children. It has taken time to select the most 

appropriate resource. Consistent and high-quality teaching is delivered across the school. All pupils will be expected to achieve 

their full potential by encouraging high expectations and excellent standards in their foreign language learning through facilitating 

the learning experiences. The ultimate aim is that pupils will feel willing and able to continue studying languages beyond key stage 

2 as we promote curious learners who love to learn languages and other cultures. 

 

 



These are the characteristics of learning that children will develop in Spanish :-                                                                               

Characteristics of a Spanish speaker:- 

                  

 

 

  

                                                        

 

 

The confidence to 

speak with good 

intonation and 

pronunciation 

A strong awareness 

of the culture of the 

countries where 

Spanish is spoken. 

A passion for 

languages and a 

commitment to the 

subject. 

The ability to use 
language creatively 

and spontaneously. 

 

An independence in 

their studies and the 

ability to draw upon a 

wide range of 

resources. 

Fluency in reading. 

Fluency and imagination in 

writing. 



This is what we intend for children to achieve in Spanish by the end of each year in Key Stage 2 :- 

 Curriculum Intent 

YEAR 
3 

• Understand numbers 1-10 and be able to say, read and write them.  
• Be familiar with the days of the week and be able to say them and recognise them in written form.  
• Use simple greetings (e.g. saying hello and goodbye, saying how they are).  
• Ask and answer simple questions about name and age.  
• Understand and communicate familiar nouns (e.g. animals, musical instruments) including the correct article (dependent on 

gender). Use simple adjectives (e.g. colours).  
• Use some simple verbs in the first person “I” form (e.g. I am and I play).  
• Understand the sounds of individual letters and groups of letters and speak them aloud individually and in chorus. 

 

YEAR 
4 

• Understand numbers 1-100 (in multiples of 10) and be able to say, read and write them (e.g. in dates and other numeracy 
activities).  

• Use a wider range of vocabulary to ask and understand questions in the classroom (e.g. asking for help, asking the time, simple 
classroom commands etc.)  

• Understand and communicate using a wider range of familiar nouns (including the correct article) (e.g. classroom items, animals, 
musical instruments, food and drink).  

• Understand and use adjectives to describe people, places, things and themselves (e.g. characters in a story or their family 
members, their age, nationality, where they live).  

• Understand and use verbs in the first person “I” form (perhaps also have a look at a fully conjugated regular verb and show where 
the first person “I” form is).  

• Write slightly longer phrases and basic sentences using a verb in the first person “I” form and a noun including the correct article. 
 

YEAR 
5 

• Understand and use the alphabet to assist in correct spelling and pronunciation.  
• Follow and give simple instructions and descriptions (e.g. the date, the weather, what they are wearing).  
• Be able to say, read and write the date including the day, number and month of the year. All numbers from 1-100 in multiples of 10 

as well as all numbers from 1-31 should be familiar.  
• Take part in conversations and be able to make simple statements and present information (e.g. weather, playing an instrument, 

the date, what they wear at different times of the year or on different occasions).  
• Understand and communicate simple descriptions orally and in writing (e.g. of a scene, a person, a place, the weather).  



• Be able to read longer passages of text and answer questions (orally or in writing) about the passage they have read (e.g. reading 
a short and simple story or completing a reading exercise about what different people are wearing on different days of the week for 
different occasions).  

• Be able to listen to longer passages of text and answer questions (orally or in writing) about the passage they have heard (e.g. 
about what the weather is like on different days or in different areas of a country.  

• Understand what a fully conjugated verb looks like and start to examine and understand what each of the personal pronouns are so 
they can use them in speaking, listening, reading and writing activities (e.g. the first person form “I” but also third person forms 
“he”, “she”, “you” and plural forms “we” and “they”.)  

YEAR 
6 

• Understand numbers 1-100 and be able to use them in context (e.g. the date, age, prices).  
• Be able to identify and tell the time (in speaking, listening, reading and writing exercises). This includes all full hour times plus 

quarter past the hour, half past the hour, quarter to the hour.  
• Understand, express and be able to justify opinions orally and in writing (e.g. school subjects they like and don’t like, leisure 

activities they like, foods they don’t like etc.)  
• Be able to express a statement in the positive (e.g. I like cheese) and the negative (I do not like cheese).  
• Understand and use transactional language (e.g. in a café role play “I would like”, “how much” etc.) 

• Use adjectives (e.g. colour or size etc.) to make their sentences more descriptive. They must make sure the adjectives agree 
(where relevant) with the noun they are describing. Where agreement is necessary gender and plurality of the noun will determine 
the correct use, spelling and pronunciation of the adjective. 

• Use connectives to make sentences more descriptive and fluent (e.g. “after”, “also”, “and”, “later on”, “finally” etc.)  
• Be able to read or listen to longer passages of text and answer more detailed questions (orally or in writing) about the passage they 

have read (e.g. a reading exercise about what people eat to stay healthy, or a listening exercise about planets in the solar system 
stating what colour they are and how big or small they are).  

• Study cross-curricular topics (e.g. habitats, planets or Romans) and use their subject knowledge to allow themselves to be 
challenged by longer passages of unknown text or language in the foreign language. They should now be able to use the language 
learning skills they have developed to help them decode meaning and gist from more complex passages.  

• Understand what a fully conjugated verb looks like and understand what each of the personal pronouns are so they can use them 
in speaking, listening, reading and writing activities (e.g. the first person form “I” but also third person forms “he”, “she”, “you” and 
plural forms “we” and “they”). They should also be able to identify what is the stem of a verb, the ending of the verb in its infinitive 
form and how this enables the verb to be categorised and the impact this will have on the pattern of changes to the endings of the 
verb for each personal pronoun 

 

 



Implementation  

Our whole curriculum is shaped by our school vision which aims to enable all children, regardless of background, ability, additional needs, to 

flourish, be creative and make choices in order to be the best version of themselves. The St Denys Captivating Curriculum in Spanish has been 

designed to meet the needs of our learners in our context, meeting the requirements of the National Curriculum, informed by research and the 

principles and resources of the ‘Language Angels’ programme. It is supported by clear skills and knowledge progression with a clear vocabulary 

advancement. This ensures that skills and knowledge are built on year by year, sequenced appropriately and reinforced regularly to maximise 

learning for all children. It is important that the children develop the progressive skills of a modern foreign language speaker throughout their 

time at St Denys and do not just learn a series of facts/procedures related to the subject. Spanish is taught weekly and opportunities are used 

throughout the week to reinforce learning. 

The whole school overview for Spanish is as follows: 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 
1 

Phonetics 1  
Aprendo español (I’m 

learning Spanish) 
• find Spain on a map and be 

able to recall at least 1 
Spanish-speaking 

• country. 

• use key greetings. 
• ask and answer the 

question ‘How are you?’ in 
Spanish. 

• ask and answer the 
question 'What is your 
name?’ in Spanish. 

• count to 10 in Spanish. 
• read, write, say, and 

recognise 10 colours in 
Spanish.  

Phonetics 2 
‘Me presento’ (Presenting 

myself) 
• Use basic greetings in Spanish, 

ask somebody how they are feeling 
and reply when asked.  
• Ask somebody their name in 

Spanish and reply when asked. • 

Recall the numbers 1-10 and count 
from 11-20 in Spanish.  
• Ask somebody how old they are 
in Spanish and reply when asked.  
• Ask somebody where they live in 

Spanish and reply when asked.  
• Express their nationality in 

Spanish and understand basic 
gender agreement rules. 

Phonetics 3 
‘La fecha’  (The date) 

• Remember, recall and 
spell the 7 days of the 
week.  

• Remember, recall and 
spell the 12 months of the 
year. 

• Remember, recall and 
spell numbers 1-31.  

• Use their knowledge of 
the days of the week, 
months of the year and 
numbers 1-31 in order to 
say the date.  

• Use their knowledge of 
the months of the year 
and numbers 1-31 in 
order to say when their 
birthday is. 

Phonetics 4 
En el colegio (At School) 
• Recall 10 key school 

subjects in Spanish with their 
respective definite 
articles/determiners and use 
them with the verb ‘estudio’. 
• Tell the time in Spanish and 

express at what time they 
study different subjects at 
school.  
• Apply the days of the week 
in Spanish within the context 
of a school timetable.  
• Express opinions on 

different subjects in Spanish 
and extend sentences using 
adjectives accurately to 
justify these opinions. 

 



Autumn 
2 

‘Los Animales’ - Animals 
• Recognise, recall, and spell up 

to 10 animals in Spanish with 
their correct indefinite 
article/determiner.  
• Understand better that 

articles/determiners have more 
options in Spanish than they do 
in English.  
• Use and become more 

familiar with the high-frequency 
1st person conjugated verb 
‘soy’ (I am), from the infinitive 
verb ‘ser’ (to be). 

 Mi familia – My family 

• Use the nouns and 

articles/determiners for family 
members in Spanish.  
• Move from using the 

article/determiner ‘a/an’ with a 
family member to using the 
possessive adjective ‘my’ in Spanish.  
• Answer the question ‘¿Tienes 

hermanos?’ (Do you have any 
brothers or sisters?) in Spanish.  
• Introduce family members in 

Spanish, using ‘se llama’ (he/she is 
called). 
• Use my knowledge of larger 

numbers in Spanish to be able to 
describe the age of family members. 

¿Tienes una mascota? - 
Do You Have a Pet? 

• Know the nouns and 
indefinite articles for 8 
common pets.  

• Ask somebody if they 
have a pet and give an 
answer back.  

• Say in Spanish what pet 
we have/do not have and 
give our pet’s name.  

• Start to use the simple 
connectives y (and) and 
pero (but) to make more 
complex and interesting 
sentences. 

Los planetas (The 
planets) 

• Name and label a map 

of the Solar System in 
Spanish.  
• Apply the rules of 

adjectival agreement to 
describe the Solar System 
in Spanish.  
• Use conjunctions and 

intensifiers to extend 
descriptions of the Solar 
System.  
• Ask key questions in 
Spanish in order to 
conduct an interview with 
an astronaut.  
• Answer the questions in 

Spanish in order to 
present themselves as an 
astronaut. Deepen their 
understanding of 
adjectival agreement to 
describe themselves in 
terms of character. 

Spring 1 ‘ Los Instrumentos’ 

Musical Instruments 
•Recognise, recall and spell 

up to 10 instruments in 
Spanish with their definite 
articles/determiners. 
•Understand 

articles/determiners better 

‘En la cafeteria’ 
In the café 

• Remember and recall a wide 
variety of foods, snacks, and 
drinks (with their indefinite 
article/determiner) typically 
served in a Spanish cafetería.  

Mi Casa - House 
• Say and write in Spanish 

whether we live in a 
house or an apartment. 

• Say what room we have 
and do not have at home 
using the key structure 

‘El fin de semana’ 
The Weekend 

• Ask what the time is in 
Spanish.   

• Tell the time accurately in 
Spanish.  



and that the definite 
article/determiner ‘the’ has 
a plural form in Spanish.  
• Learn to say and write ‘I 

play’ + an instrument in 
Spanish using the high-
frequency 1st person 
regular verb ‘toco’ (I play) 
with up to 10 different 
instruments. 

• To understand better how to 
change a singular noun to 
plural form. 
  Perform a short role-play 
ordering what they would like 
to eat and drink. 

• en mi casa hay… and en 
mi casa no hay… 
Use the connective or 
conjunction ‘y’ to link two 
sentences together 

• Learn how to say what 
they do at the weekend 
in Spanish.  

• Learn to integrate 
conjunctions into their 
work.  

• Present an account of 
what they do and at what 
time at the weekend. 

Spring 2 ‘Sé’ 
I know how… 

• Recognise, recall and spell 

10 action verbs in Spanish.  
• Use these verbs in the 

infinitive to form positive 
and negative sentence 
structures with ‘sé’ (I know 
how to…) / ‘no sé’ (I do not 
know how to ..).  
• Attempt to combine 

positive and negative 
sentence structures to form 
longer and more complex 
sentences using the 
conjunctions ‘y’ (and) & 
‘pero’ (but). 

La Clase - Classroom 
• Recall from memory a selection 

of nouns and indefinite 
• articles/determiners for twelve 

common classroom objects. 
• Learn how to replace an 

indefinite article/determiner 
with the appropriate possessive 
adjective. 

• Learn how to use the negative 
in Spanish. 

• Describe what we have and do 
not have in our pencil 
case/rucksack. 
 

Los juegos olímpicos – 
The Olympic games 
• Listen attentively to 

longer passages in 
Spanish about the ancient 
and modern Olympic 
Games.  
• Look for cognates and 

highlight key words when 
learning how to decode 
longer texts in gist 
listening and reading in 
Spanish.  
• Recall the nouns in 

Spanish for 10 key sports 
in the current Olympic 
games with their 
articles/determiners.  
• Form positive and 

negative sentences using 
the verb practicar (to 
practise/do) in Spanish.  

Una vida sana – a 
healthy lifestyle 

• Recall 10 sentences 

expressing good habits for a 
healthy lifestyle in Spanish.  
• Apply adverbs of frequency 

and conjunctions to extend 
our sentences.  
• Apply the negative adverb 

’nunca’ in Spanish to the 10 
sentences.  
• Apply the impersonal 

structure ‘hay que’ to express 
the sentences in general 
terms. 



• Recognise the concept 

of gendered nouns in 
Spanish in regard to the 
male and female 
Olympians. 

Summer 
1 

La fruta (fruits) 
• Recognise and recall 10 

fruit nouns with the correct 
articles/determiners.  
• Change singular nouns 

into the plural form with the 
correct articles/determiners.  
• Use the structures ‘I like’ 

and ‘I don’t like’ with the 
fruits in their plural forms.  
• Ask and answer the 

question ‘Do you like…?’ 
about the 10 fruits using 
key opinion phrases. 

 ¿Qué Tiempo Hace? - What is 

the Weather? 
• Recognise and recall the 9 

weather expressions in Spanish 
from memory. 

• Ask what the weather is today 
and give a reply in Spanish. 
Describe the weather in Spain, 
in Spanish using a weather map 
with symbols. 

La ropa – Clothes 
• Recognise, recall and 

spell up to 15 items of 
clothing with their 
indefinite 
articles/determiners in 
Spanish.  
• Describe items of 

clothing using colours as 
adjectives in Spanish.  
• Use ‘llevo’ (I wear/I’m 

wearing) and the 
conjunction ‘y’ (and) in 
full sentences.  
• Express what they wear 

in 4 different scenarios in 
Spanish. 

‘La Segunda Guerra 
Mundial’ 

World War II 
• Group/order unknown 

vocabulary to help 
decode texts in Spanish.  

•  Improve their listening 
and reading skills.  

• Name the countries and 
languages involved in 
WW2.  

• Say what the differences 
were in city and country 
life during the war.  

• Learn to integrate all new 
and previous language 
writing a letter home 
from the countryside as 
an evacuee. 

Summer 
2 

Los helados – Ice creams 
• Name and recognise up to 10 

different flavours for ice creams 
in Spanish. • Order an ice-
cream in Spanish using 
‘quisiera’ (I would like).  
• Say whether they would like a 

cone or a cup of ice-cream in 
Spanish.  
• Specify the number of ice-

cream scoops in Spanish. 

Ricitos de oro y lost res osos 
(Goldilocks and the 3 bears) 

• recognise, understand and 
remember more of the new 
language. 

• Increase their memory 
potential in Spanish by 
using picture cards, 

• word cards and phrase 
cards in Spanish. 

Hábitats 
• Explain in Spanish the key 

elements animals and 
plants need to survive in 
their habitat.  

• Give examples in Spanish 
of the most common 
habitats for plants and 
animals and name an 
example of these habitats.  



• Increase their thinking and 
reasoning skills in Spanish, 
identifying 

• strategies to use in the 
future for memorising new 
words and phrases. 

• Attempt to spell in Spanish. 

• Explain in Spanish which 
animals live in these 
different habitats.  

• Give examples in Spanish 
of which plants live in 
these different habitats. 

 

Our planning overviews set out the learning journey for each term. Our weekly/unit planning identifies the specific learning intentions and 

relevant vocabulary. Our success criteria show the context of the lesson/series of lessons, the specific learning intentions (using ‘I can’ format) 

and the associated key vocabulary. 

Example of subject success criteria:- 

 

Our learning resources are carefully chosen and build and sustain engagement. The purpose of the learning is driven by subject specific intent. 

We use Proof of Progress tasks to support our assessment. We use our daily/weekly ‘Dashboard’ learning to keep skills and knowledge current 

and to support long term retention. We aim to enrich our curriculum with visitors who speak the language fluently and opportunities to learn 

more about some of the culture where the Spanish language is spoken.  



                                                                                        

 

Impact 

The impact of the St Denys Spanish curriculum will be measured in a number of different ways.  We want to ensure that language learning is 

loved and valued by all children, encouraging them to embark on further language studies. Impact can also be measured through ongoing 

assessment during lessons, to measure children’s progress. Assessments at the end of each term also ensure there is good progress with all 

pupils. Through pupil interviews, we can establish how engaged children are with their learning. It is an opportunity for children to talk about 

why language learning is so important in a modern world and what they enjoy most about learning Spanish.  

It is hoped that by the time they leave St Denys:  

• Pupils develop a love of language learning understand that there are different cultures around the world  

• All pupils are able to succeed in Spanish lessons  

• Pupils have a bank of Spanish knowledge and vocabulary  

• Pupils can use their knowledge of phonics to decode new words and encode when writing 

• Pupils are able to speak confidently and maintain a conversation in Spanish in front of an audience or their peers  

• Pupils can recognise and understand some of the grammar rules of Spanish and can apply these in their written and spoken work  

• Pupils can read passages confidently in Spanish and understand what they have read 



                                                                                       

Our main aim is for children to leave St Denys having used and developed the characteristics of a linguist that they will continue to use in their 

future lives. 


