
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Year 5 and Year 6 
 

Home Learning 
 

Week beginning: 
6th July 2020 

 

 

 

 



 



Year 5 and Year 6 - Home Learning 
 

Whilst we are not expecting you to replicate school at home, it will 
be important that you all try to do some work each school day to 
keep your skills up.  
 

And don’t forget to stay active!  

 

 

 

In this booklet you will find a range of different activities and tasks 
that you can choose to complete during the week. 
 

There is also a separate booklet for each class that will contain your 
new spelling words and your daily Times Table Rockstar challenge. 
These can be collected from the school office or downloaded online.  
 

Each morning your teacher will still be saying 'Hello' on Class Dojo. 
You'll also be able to ask any questions or just them about what you 
have been up to! As your teachers will be in school, remember they 
might not be able to respond straight away. You will still be able to 
post things to your Class Dojo portfolio but it might not always be 
your teacher who approves and leaves comments for you. 

 
 

 

 

 



Class 5, if you want to try some online lessons, check out BBC Bitesize. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons are available daily. Here is the schedule for this week. 



Class 6, if you want to try some online lessons, check out BBC Bitesize. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons are available daily. Here is the schedule for this week. 
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accommodate correspond identity queue

accompany criticise immediate (ly) recognise

according curiosity individual recommend

achieve definite interfere relevant

aggressive desperate interrupt restaurant

amateur determined language rhyme

ancient develop leisure rhythm

apparent dictionary lightning sacrifice

appreciate disastrous marvellous secretary

attached embarrass mischievous shoulder

available environment muscle signature

average equip (-ed, -ment) necessary sincere (ly)

awkward especially neighbour soldier

bargain exaggerate nuisance stomach

bruise excellent occupy sufficient

category existence occur suggest

cemetery explanation opportunity symbol

committee familiar parliament system

communicate foreign persuade temperature

community forty physical thorough

competition frequently prejudice twelfth

conscience government privilege variety

conscious guarantee profession vegetable

controversy harass programme vehicle

convenience hindrance pronunciation yacht

Year 5 Spelling ListYear 5 and Year 6 Spelling Words

Colour in the word if you can read it, spell it and use it in 
your own sentence.





 

 

This week, you are going to plan and write a short story. The 

idea for your story is ‘The Suitcase’. 
 

Imagine you find an old suitcase in a dusty attic. Describe the 

things that you find inside. 

Things to think about: 

 How old are the objects? 

 What do the objects look 

like? 

 Who do you think the 

suitcase may have 

belonged to? 

 What are you going to do 

with the suitcase and the 

contents? 

 What type of story will this be? Mystery? Adventure? 

Scary? Science fiction? 

Remember to: 

 Plan your story with a beginning, middle and end. How 

are you going to hook the reader at the start? Create a 

storyboard to tell your story. 

 Organise your ideas into paragraphs. 

 Choose your words carefully to entertain the reader. 

 Write in sentences. Try to think of really good descriptive 

words to use. 

 Pay attention to your spelling and punctuation. 

 Read, check and edit your work carefully. 

 Decide how you are going to publish your story: writing it 

out, typing it, making a book?   
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Daily      News

Spider Species 
Named After 
Greta Thunberg

A new species of huntsman spider has been 
named after climate change campaigner Greta 
Thunberg. It was discovered on Madagascar, a 
large island in the Indian Ocean.

It’s not the first time that a scientist has 
named a newly discovered creature after Greta. 
A beetle and a snail have also been named after 
the Swedish activist.

It’s not the first time that spider expert Peter 
Jaeger has discovered the creature. In fact, this is 
the 400th species of spider he’s found! 

Peter, however, isn’t the only scientist to name 
animals after well-known people or characters. 
In 2017, a new monkey species was named the 
Skywalker hoolock gibbon, a character from the 
Star Wars movies. 

So, who is Greta Thunberg and why are 
creatures being named after her?

 In the summer of 2018, she became famous 
for her protests outside the Swedish parliament. 
She did this because she wanted politicians to do 
more about climate change. Every Friday, Greta 
would miss school to protest.

Her campaigning, though, hasn’t just been 
in her home country, Sweden. Last year, 
Greta visited different countries to talk about 
climate change. 

In April 2019, she visited the Houses of 
Parliament in the UK to urge politicians to do 
more about climate change. Then, in August, 
she sailed across the Atlantic Ocean to attend 

meetings in the USA. At the end of last year, a 
magazine called TIME said that Greta had won 
their Person of the Year in 2019 award. They 
said she won because she showed “us all what it 
might look like when a new generation leads”.

Now, Peter has chosen to name his spider 
after Greta because he was inspired by her 
campaigning. He said, “Her commitment to the 
fight against climate change and for a better 
future on our planet is impressive.”

As the list of species named after Greta 
increases, who knows which new animals will be 
named after her next?

Illustration: The spider named after Greta Thunberg.

Glossary

species Living things that have 
similar characteristics and 
produce young.

climate change The rising temperature 
and changes in weather 
over a long period of time.

campaigner Someone who works 
towards a specific aim.

generation A group of people who are 
of a similar age.

 Animals   World News 23rd June 2020

What are huntsman spiders?

•	 Huntsman spiders are found in tropical regions of 
the world.

•	 They are different from other spiders as their eyes are 
in two rows.

visit twinkl.com



Questions
1.	 Peter Jaeger is experienced at uncovering new spider species. Find and copy a piece of 

evidence that shows this. 

�

2.	 Find and copy two other animals that have been named after Greta Thunberg.

1.	 �

2.	  �

3.	 Do you think Greta should have missed school to protest? Explain your opinion.  
�

�

�

4.	 Number the following events from 1-4 in the order they occurred. The first has been 
done for you.

   Greta visited the UK.
   Greta sailed to the USA.
   Greta was named TIME Person of the Year.

1    Greta Thunberg protested outside the Swedish parliament.

5.	 ‘He said, “Her commitment to the fight against climate change and for a better future on 
our planet is impressive.”’ 
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘commitment’.�

   determination
   helped
   reluctance
   understanding

6.	 Do you think more species will be named after Greta Thunberg? Explain your answer using 
evidence from the story. 
�

�

�

Spider Species Named After Greta Thunberg

visit twinkl.com
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Powerful Adjectives
Add a powerful adjective into each gap to describe the noun. 

Use the word bank below to help you.

1.	 The 					      earthquake shook the ground.

2.	 The people were  					      when the buildings shook.

3.	 The 					      island lay in the middle of the ocean.

4.	 The crowd were 					      after watching the film.

5.	 “I’m 					     by what I’ve done,” admitted Cathy.

6.	 The 					      winner jumped for joy at the news.

7.	 The monster’s attempts at hiding were 					     .

8.	 Our new neighbours are 					    .

Word Bank
terrified

menacing

shaken

astonished

flabbergasted

exquisite

marvellous

magnificent

appalled

distraught

pathetic

absurd

abysmal

eccentric

delightful

visit twinkl.com



Powerful Adjectives
Rewrite and improve these sentences by changing the bold adjective into a powerful and 
impressive description.

1.	 Janine was sitting in a nice chair. 

�

�  

2.	 Mum’s new hairstyle was bad. 

�

�  

3.	 The weather today is not nice. 

�

�  

4.	 Lorna’s new puppy was cute. 

�

�  

5.	 The story written by Fred was good. 

�

�  

6.	 Jake made some silly jokes at school today. 

�

�  

7.	 Barney’s new computer was fun to play on. 

�

�  

8.	 The birds’ cage was dirty. 

�

�

�  

visit twinkl.com
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Daily      News

Bees Can ‘Toot’ 
and ‘Quack’, Say 
Scientists 

From an early age, we all learn that bees go 
buzz. However, we’re not often taught that they 
can also ‘toot’ and ‘quack’!

Scientists have known for years that queen 
bees make noises described as ‘piping’. Yet, there 
has been disagreement about why they do this.

Recently, researchers at Nottingham Trent 
University have been studying these noises and 
they have a theory.

When a queen bee is ready to hatch, she 
makes ‘quacking’ noises. The scientists think this 
is to let the worker bees nearby know that she is 
ready to emerge.

After hatching, her ‘quacks’ become ‘toots’.
It used to be believed that the sounds the queen 
bees made were aimed at other queen bees still 
waiting to hatch. However, the new theory 
suggests that the ‘toots’ are instructions for the 
worker bees.

When they hear the new queen bee ‘tooting’, 
the worker bees try to keep captive the other 
queen bees still waiting to hatch. 

If two queen bees emerge at the same time, 
they will fight to the death.

When hearing the ‘toots’, the worker bees also 
get ready to swarm. This is when a new queen 
bee, and up to half the bees in the hive, leave to 
set up a new colony.

When the queen bee leaves, her ‘tooting’ can’t 
be heard any more. The waiting queen bee’s 
‘quacking’ can be heard again. 

So, the worker bees release a new 
‘quacking’ queen. She begins ‘tooting’ and the 
cycle continues.

When there is only one queen left in the hive 
and no ‘quacking’, the worker bees know not to 
swarm any more. All this is thanks to teamwork 
and good communication!

The researchers hope that their findings 
will help beekeepers know when a colony is 
about to swarm.

Honeybees, like all pollinators, are very 
important to our environment. Knowing more 
about them could help to support and protect 
these important little creatures. 

Photo: Honeybees. 

Glossary

theory An idea based on scientific 
research.

emerge Break out from an egg or cocoon.

captive A person or animal which is 
imprisoned or confined.

colony A group of animals that live 
together.

 Animals     UK News 25th June 2020

What are queen bees? 

•	 Honeybee colonies can have up to 50 000 bees in 
them, but only one queen bee.

•	 Queen bees are created when, as larvae, they are fed 
‘royal jelly’.

visit twinkl.com



Questions
1.	 How are queen bees created? 

�

2.	 The sentence “Honeybees, like all pollinators, are very important to our environment.” 
suggests that...

   Without honeybees, no plants would be pollinated.
   Honeybees are very helpful in the pollination of plants.
   Honeybees are important but don’t help with pollination.
   Honeybees like other pollinators.

3.	 Tick the boxes to show if each statement is true or false. 
True False 

The scientists think the queen bee ‘quacks’ to let the worker bees nearby 
know that she is ready to swarm.
The scientists think the queen bee ‘quacks’ to let the worker bees nearby 
know that she is ready to emerge.
If two queen bees emerge at the same time, they work together to build a 
stronger hive.
The researchers hope their findings will help beekeepers.

4.	 Which of these alternative headlines best summarises the story?

   Pollinators under Threat from Queen Bees
   Honeybees Play Instruments
   Queen Bees Talk to Their Workers
   Bees Communicate with Other Species

5.	 In the paragraph beginning “So, the worker bees… ”, which word means ‘a series of events 
or processes that is repeated again and again’? 

�  
�

6.	 Explain how this new theory about why queen bees ‘toot’ and ‘quack’ is different from 
what scientists used to think the noises were for.  

�

�  

�

Bees Can ‘Toot’ and ‘Quack’, Say Scientists 

visit twinkl.com





























Answers 
 

Use your green 

and pink 

highlighters to 

check your 

answers just like 

you would in the 

classroom. 

 

 

If an answer is not 

correct, look again 

at your question so 

you understand 

what mistake you 

have made. 
































